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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.97(B) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits for the 
above-referenced application. 

Enclosed are copies of 3 EPO patents, including English translations, and 1 United States 
patent. A copy of the search report of the European Patent Office is also enclosed. Applicant 

1251499 04363984 


# 


10/517883 

DT(£c'd PCT/PTO 1 3 DEC 2CM, 


respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents and evidence that 
consideration of relevant portions thereof by making appropriate notations on the attached form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that the listed references are material or constitute "prior 
art." If it should be determined that the listed references do not constitute "prior art" under 
United States law, Applicant reserves the right to present to the Office the relevant facts and law 
regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed references, should one or more of the documents be 
applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there are any fees due in connection with the filing of this statement, please charge the 
fees to our Deposit Account No. 13-0019. 


MAYER, BROWN, ROWE & MAW LLP 
RO. Box 2828 
Chicago, IL 60690-2828 
(312) 701-8605 

Dated: December 13, 2004 


Respectfully submitted, 


By: 
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Docket Number (Optional) 

04363984 


Applicants 


Michael Tittmann 


Filing Date 


12/7/04 


Group Art Unit 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

EXAMINER 
INITIAL 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 

DATE 

NAME 

CLASS 

SUBCLASS 

FILING DATE 
IF 

APPROPRIATE 


2,953,156 

9/20/60 




8/28/57 
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DOCUMENT NUMBER 

DATE 

COUNTRY 

CLASS 

SUBCLASS 

Translation 
Yes no 


EP 0 979 939 A2 

2/16/00 

EPO 



X 



EP 1 122 423 A2 

8/8/01 

EPO 



X 



EP 1 302 354 A 1 

4/16/03 

EPO 
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EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP §609. Draw line through citation 
if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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